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Apart from his action for libel, the ambassador
caused yet another pamphlet to be written and pub-
lished by Goudard l (who wrote, says D'Eon,1 j?r0 fame
rather than jpn?/awa),a vicious criticism on the volume
of c Lettres, M&noires,' &c. The Chevalier c would not
take the trouble to reply to this senseless rather
than discriminating disquisition on his book, but availed
himself of the opportunity afforded him on Easter Day,
1764, in chancing to meet Goudard in the Green Park,
St. James', to give him a sound caning in the presence
of several respectable witnesses, to which the mercenary
scribe never made any answer;' and Goudard having
boasted in a coffee-house that he had completely re-
butted every argument advanced in the work, D'Eon
gave out that since he had thus proved the vigorous
nature of his jaw, he should borrow that ass's jaw
whenever he would have to combat des Philistins des
Guerchiens et des chiens de Guerchy?

cMy enemies maintain that I am ambitions and delight in
honours only, and this they say, because I became Minister
Plenipotentiary at an early age withont having sought the rank.
The fact is, I have never nourished in my heart other than that
nolble emulation which spurs a man on to action. During my
military and political career I have always aspired to the highest
rank, without any idea of injuring anybody, and* withont feelings
of envy or jealousy. The spirit of emulation is not forbidden by
any law, Divine or human. The oak that reaches to the sky and
raises its branches to the clouds, had once been but an acorn in
the bowels of the earth. If the grass and the neighbouring
small trees were to complain to Jupiter against this oak, would
their murmurs be regarded ? Thus should it be with those men

1  Examen des Lettres, Memoir es, et Negotiations Particulieres du Cheva-
lier UEon, Ministre PUnipotentiaire de France aupi'es du Hoi de la Grande

Bretagne, dans une Lettre a M. N-----,1764, pp. 52.   Goudard received

twenty guineas irpm the ambassador for Hs work, and was arrested at the
instance of Becket, printer, in the Strand, for non-payment of expenses!
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